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Copy 
TBC.

Re-manufacturing

The project fit-out overseen by LOM, a 
UK based Interior Design and Architect 
practice was given the brief to enhance the 
workplace for the hybrid worker, however 
more importantly, the solution had to be 
carbon efficient to meet the bank’s strict 
sustainability targets.

This transformation needed to foster a 
sustainable workplace that maximises 
employee comfort and wellbeing, while 
being a catalyst for the ever-growing need 
for in-person and virtual collaboration.

However, to make this solution truly 
sustainable required more than just 
replacing the existing furniture with 
new — it needed to be more hands 
on, and ultimately think different — to 
hit the banks sustainability targets we 
had to re-manufacture 1965 desks.

We caught up with Chiara Cantilena, an 
Associate at LOM, who helped work on 
the transformative project. Chiara pays 
particular attention to user experience, 
collaborative work and interaction spaces 
and how they contribute to communicating 
corporate identity and values.

What was the brief, and can you tell us 
about the approach you took and what 
inspired your approach to re-purposing 
existing furniture? 

CC The client asked us to rethink about 
their current office space and ways 
of working in the post pandemic and 
explore ways of re-purposing, reusing, 
and up-cycling their existing furniture. The 
re-purposing program was underlined by 
a strong sense of responsibility and desire 
from the client and LOM to do the right 
thing and extend the lifespan of what 
they already owned. 

Was getting people to return to the office 
a key factor of your brief? 

CC It definitely was. The re-purposing 
program went hand in hand with a radical 
rethink of how the office is used and how 
it can become a catalyst to encourage 
return to work. The up-cycling piece was 
integral to the return-to-work strategy as the 
spaces had to look fresh, appealing and 
representative of company values but with 
a strong underlying sense of environmental 
responsibility. An acknowledgment of 
people’s need for more flexibility on office 
days shaped the response to the brief.

During the early stages of the project, how 
did you break down the design process?

CC Strategic space planning and 
environmental considerations defined the 
early stages of work. This was followed by 
in depth auditing of the spaces to verify 
how much and in what measure could 
be reused and what components could 
become part of a library of parts to draw 
from to create new settings and spaces. 
The collaboration with The Senator Group 
was instrumental as it allowed us to bring 
an element of reality and sense checking 
to the early reuse ideas. The team at The 
Senator Group was able to prototype for 
us very quickly and effectively so that we 
could test products with the client and 
tweak where necessary.  

Taking into account the possible changes 
within worker’s moods and behaviours, 
how did you overcome the transitions 
within the cultural shift of new hybrid 
working routines? 

CC The spaces were designed to 
accommodate a range of needs and 
behaviours. From areas that allowed 
maximum flexibility to shape project areas 
on the basis of team needs to nooks 
for calmer and more secluded work. A 
higher than normal number of booths and 
pods were provisioned in knowledge of 
a continued and growing requirement for 
hybrid digital and conventional meetings.
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Can you describe how you delivered agile 
and innovative breakout areas?

CC Breakout areas, also referred to as 
‘Landind zones’ were developed closely 
with the client and Senator. They were 
meant as a three-dimensional expression 
of the company’s branding. A fresh and 
versatile ‘macro object’ sat in close 
proximity to new refreshment facilities. 
These sculptural dividers were designed 
to offer support for varying concurrent 
activities. One to one benching and cafe 
style tables supported by white boards 
on one side, communal tables that could 
double up as informal, small group meeting 
tables supported by technology on another 
and an internal semi-open niche for 
informal conversation in a more sheltered, 
library-inspired mini living room. These 
break out spaces were intentionally built 
around tea points to recreate the comfort 
and creative buzz of a coffee shop.

Were there any challenges you had to 
overcome during this project? 

CC The reuse piece was challenging mostly 
because the construction industry is 
collectively still getting up to speed with the 
environmental challenge and buying new is 
still the easiest avenue. A considered and 
careful reuse and re-purpose of spaces 
and items that looks to minimise the 
embodied carbon of a project impact is still 
relatively uncharted. Many processes are 
yet to be streamlined. Having approached 
reuse so extensively on this project, has 
given us a real sense for the scale of the 
environmental challenge and how much 
the industry will have to get up to speed 
with new processes and challenge stale 
practices. 

As we progress into post-pandemic 
workspaces, do you feel it is important 
to re-manufacture redundant furniture? 

CC I think it will become essential as  
the world’s resources are finite and we 
need to acknowledge that recycling or 
giving old items to charities may not 
always be possible or feasible moving on 
with some of these sectors becoming 
saturated. Furniture industry will have to 
start designing in end of life in a way  
that is actually practical and would allow  
to effectively break an item into its 
component parts that can all be  
re-purposed or modified to create 
something new.

What trends were you inspired by? 

CC We tried to stay clear of trends as 
we wanted to deliver a space that would 
stand the test of time and age well. We 
were inspired by principles of modularity 
to support future reuse and change of 
function. The colour palettes were a fresher 
‘zingier’ take on the corporate primary 
and secondary colours that added a lot of 
freshness and vibrancy to the work areas 
and landing zones. Colour was used in 
quite a functional way to help modulate the 
space and create intuitive transitions.

How would you describe the results of the 
collaboration between yourselves, as the 
Architects, and us as the Manufacturer? 

CC You were always open to exploring our 
ideas. There was a fair bit of development 
required and The Senator Group team 
had a very proactive approach to all the 
challenges that were directed your way. 
From rethinking how components were 
used to testing new and different materials, 
we had very open and practical workshops. 
The Senator Group team were immediately 
sold on the challenges and approaches 
all complications creatively. I can’t think 
of a better way to face head on the reuse 
challenge. Creative intelligence and a 
measured approach to logistics. 





We want to introduce you to The
Social Office. The Social Office is our 

way of showcasing our latest agile and 
inclusive-driven products from both 

Senator and Allermuir across the globe.

The challenges for every organisation 
remain the same, how can you align 

people, and space efficiently, to maximise 
productivity and culture — it’s just

now there’s a common goal — towards
flexibility with a higher emphasis on

quality through collaboration.

To help you seize this opportunity 
we’re ready with our latest designs, 
and innovations, each one focused 

on social inclusion...
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The perfect place to meet or retreat. Mote 
is versatile, reconfigurable, and designed for 
meeting, learning, focusing, or relaxing. Add 
screens for more private, secluded spaces. 
Without screens, Mote creates more inclusive, 
social, and transitional spaces. 

The Cove

Products shown:

Mote, by Senator. 
Talon Table, by Senator.

Mote

120° Angled Ottoman, 
Single Seat Sofa and 
Ottoman with Rear 
and Side Screens.

The Social Office
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As we transition from the traditional fixed desk 
office into a more open, collaborative, and 
informal, working style, so have our everyday 
working requirements. Play is a solution that 
enables users to store, divide, meet, and work, 
in any way they deem fit.

The Forum

Products shown:

Play, by Senator. 
Adapt Wall, by Senator. 
Scholes, by Senator.

Play Tables

Mobile Work Table.

Play Storage

2 Bay Cupboard.

The Social Office
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Silta is a premium high table designed for breakout spaces, 
ad-hoc meetings, or a place to simply perch and connect. 
Silta’s industrial design aesthetic expresses an aesthetic 
more suitable to a new generation of workers.

The Breakout

Products shown:

Silta, by Allermuir. 
Kin Stool, by Allermuir. 
Crate Divide, by Allermuir. Kin Stool

Silta

High Level Table 
84˝ × 36˝ 

Design by 
PearsonLloyd.

The Social Office
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A design that doesn’t dictate your creative 
direction. The Mayze seating collection has gone 
mobile, available as single, two and three seats 
on casters giving more freedom than ever before 
to push the boundaries quite literally. Partnered 
with Crate Mobile each product is engineered 
for commercial or public spaces that require 
flexibility on demand.

The Hub

Products shown:

Crate Mobile, by Allermuir. 
Mayze Mobile, by Allermuir. 
Sunda 2, by Allermuir. 
Host, by Allermuir.

Crate Divide

2 High, 4 Bay, Storage.

The Social Office
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OUR TOP PıCKS

Things we've been watching, 
reading, listening to, and have 

been inspired by. 

Things we love

Entertainment
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Hot off 
the press.

Through the 
headphones.

Through the 
speakers.

Best of the 
box sets.

We've been reading Inside, At Home 
with Great Designers, a collection of the 
homes of sixty celebrated contemporary 
global designers and decorators.

Scratching the Surface, a podcast about 
design, theory, and creative practice.

Untitled (Black Is) by Sault, a British music 
collective that make a mixture of rhythm 
and blues, house, and disco.

Bad Sisters, a comedy thriller series 
streaming now on Apple Tv+.

Our Top Picks



www.senator.online

Introducing the new
Senator website.

Easily discover every product, symbol, 
image or product specification, manuals, 

asset packs or graded fabric.



Framed by

Framed In Action Video Framed Specification Video

Watch Now Watch Now
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Furow makes adding plants to 
workplace and hospitality interiors easy. 
Use the circular planter to create a focal 
point in otherwise awkward spaces and 
soften strong linear architecture. The 
mobile rectangular planter effortlessly 
divides zones and provides a mood-
boosting lush backdrop.

Introducing 
				   Furow

Product Focus – Allermuir
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